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(7) The Unity of Private Law in Historical Perspective and the Future of the Civil Code
Yi Jiming + 131

China has a long-standing tradition of codification. The unity of private law
should be sought in the three strands of the historicity of law, rationality in private law and
the laws governing the growth of private rights. As the successor to and amendment of
the Civil Law (Draft ) of 2002, a “Nine Part Civil Law” or “Civil Law in Nine Chapters”
suited to Chinese conditions can be drawn up through amendments. The nine parts
are, in sequence, the General Principles of Civil Law; Marriage and Family Law ;
Law of Succession; Property Law; Intellectual Property Law; Contract Law; Labor
Contract Law; Tort Law and Law of the Application of Law for Foreign-related Civil
Relations. With this as the goal, we can take a four-step legislative approach: firstly,
forming a uniform Marriage and Family Law by integrating the Marriage Law and the
Adoption Law; secondly, incorporating the Labor Contract LLaw into the civil code as
an independent chapter; thirdly, incorporating the Intellectual Property LLaw into the
civil code as an independent chapter; and fourthly, amending the General Principles
of Civil Law to unify personality rights, the general principles of property rights (of
debt), the general principles of commercial affairs, etc. A civil code formed on this basis
will possess historicity, consistency and temporality, and will become an important compo-

nent of the iteration of Chinese civil life and the reshaped Chinese legal system.

(8) The Effect of Degree of Cognitive Fluency on Judicial Verdicts
Li Xuevyao, Ge Yan and He Juntao * 148 ¢

Psychological/physiological evidence shows that degree of cognitive processing
fluency influences judgments or assessments—a high degree of fluency tends to elicit
a positive judgment and a low degree of fluency tends to elicit a negative judgment.
Using university students and judges as experimental subjects, our research found
that a similar effect exists with judicial verdicts—a higher degree of fluency brings a
lighter sentence, while a lower degree of fluency produces a heavier one. Our research also
found that external competition incentives and occupational background function to
regulate such influences. Compared with the students, the judges we tested showed a
greater ability to withstand the effect of changes in the degree of fluency, but when
fluency was very low and its effect was influenced by competition incentives, the test

subject judges could also give a harsher sentence.

(9) The Ritual of Entertaining the Gods at Sacrifices and the Composition and Evolution of
Fu-style Texts Jiang Xiaoguang and Xu Jie * 163 ¢

The development of fu-style poetry has a long history, including “ fu recited by
. 207 -



