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The Information Worlds of Individuals: The Discovery and Exposition of a Con—

cept for Information Inequality

Yu Liangzhi

ABSTRACT “The information worlds of individuals” is advanced here as a basic concept for information inequality research.
The concept is sought against the limitation of existing conceptualization of information inequality and is based on an inductive a—
nalysis of the empirical data of 40 urban and rural residents’ regular information practices. This paper delineates the major theo—
retical constructs emerged from this analysis,and proposes a formal definition of “the information worlds of individuals” on the

basis of these constructs. It also discusses the possible application of this concept to information inequality research. 11 refs.
KEY WORDS Information inequality. ~The information worlds of individuals.
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